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I. The TEXT is very INTENTIONAL here. (I Sam. 11-12) 

A. A major VICTORY for the new KING. (I Sam 11) 
B. An EARLY farewell SPEECH. (I Sam 12) 
C. COMPARISON and CONTRAST. (v.3-5) 
D. A POWERFUL history LESSON. (v.6-19) 

We often forget that there is a method to the way these texts were written. The Holy 
Spirit led the writers to put it together in a way that communicates specifically what God 
intends. That’s why today we get Samuel’s way too early farewell speech, even though 
he will still be interacting with King Saul for several years and even anoint David to be 
his successor. 

1. Kid’s question: If you could only say one more sentence for the rest of your life, what 
would you say and to whom? 

2. What stands out to you most from Samuel’s farewell address and why? 
3. In what ways do you find yourself repeating the actions or attitudes of your parents 

and grandparents?  

II. Once again, a REPEATED PROCESS.  (v.6-13) 

A. God GIVES one THING… (v.6-8, v.11) 
B. HUMANITY seeks ANOTHER. (v.9-10, v.12-13) 
C. ECHOES of EDEN. (Gen. 3:6) 
D. In ONE word - IDOLATRY. (Ex. 20:3) 
E. In ANOTHER word - GUILTY. (v.19; Heb. 4:12) 

Last week we saw that we mirror the same process as the people go through. Today we 
see another repeated process that goes way back to the beginning of humanity’s 
interactions with God. It’s a process that lies at the root of the break between God and 
humanity. 

4. What other examples from the Biblical record can you recall when people have 
chosen to grasp what they wanted instead of taking what God had offered according 
to His plan? 

5. What are our modern day gods and idols? What are your thoughts about the insert 
with quotes from NT Wright? 

III. Good NEWS - Do not FEAR. (v.20-25) 



A. The PAST does not DICTATE the future. (v.20; I Jn 5:21) 
B. God is FAITHFUL by His very NATURE. (v.22; 2 Tim. 2:11-13; Heb 10:23) 
C. Surrender to LEARN, WORSHIP, and SERVE TOGETHER. (v.23-24; Acts 

2:42-47) 

But all is not lost.  The people have made mistakes, but there is still hope because of 
who God is.  He will not forsake them, and Samuel in wisdom calls them to respond by 
surrender.  

6. Who do you know that needs to know that the past doesn’t dictate the future? How 
can you show that in your own actions towards them this week? 

7. God is faithful.  What does that truth say to you and your situation at this very 
moment?  How will you respond to that truth? 

8. Evaluate your own life in light of what GBC calls the “Four Commitments”.  Where 
might God be prodding you to respond? 


